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S
ince 1998, a combined offer has

a lso been ava ila ble, known as

“ B remer Ka rte pl us A u to Ca rd ” .

T h is is the yea r l y PT ticke t pl us a n

e le c t ro n i c car ke y f rom the ci t y ’ s ca r-

s ha r i ng provi d e r, ca m bio S tad t A u to

Bremen. 

Payment of an additional yearly fee of

j ust 30 euro provi d es a ccess to the

ca r-s ha r i ng ve h i cle fle e t. The Bre m e r

Ka rte pl us A u to Ca rd option ena bles

a ll - ro und mobil i t y – pu bl i c t ra nsp o rt

p rovi d es the basis, while Auto Ca rd

o f fe rs m obil i t y i nsu ra n ce if e ver bus

and ra il a re una ble to provide the

d esi red servi ce, for exa m ple when

t ra ve ll i ng at night, ma ki ng bul k pu r-

chases, visiting the DIY store, etc.

P la ca rds a t sto ps and poste rs on boa rd

bus and ra i l ve h i cles, info r ma t i o n

ha n d o u t s and press b r i e f i ngs we re

used to pu bl i cise the new co m bi n e d

p ro d u c t. Inci d e n ta ll y, the PR wo r k was

a lso su pp o rted by a we ll - k n own figure

in the form of the then ma nager of

We rder Bremen fo o tba l l cl u b. His

fa m il iar fa ce, as fea tu red on pla ca rds

i nside bus and ra il ve h i cles and at

sto ps, su pp o rted PR effo rt s behind the

new pro d u c t.

Above all, AutoCard has made privat e

car use unnecessary. Some 80% ofthe

h o us e h olds o f a ll B remer Ka rte pl us

Si n ce 1986, Bre m e r Karte has b een t h e

name of the fa m i l i a r a s well as p o p u-

l a r yea rly t i cke t f or bus a nd rail t ravel

in Bremen. Ticke t h ol d e r s a re free t o

t ravel on all the city ’ s p u bl i c t ra nsp or t

m o d es f or o nly 30 euro a month. Bre-

m e r Karte is t ra nsf e ra ble and can also

be used as a fa m i ly ca rd  duri ng

eve n i ngs, at wee ke nd sa nd bank h oll i-

d ays, when it all ow s t ravel for o ne

e x t ra adult a nd up to four ch i l d re n .

“Bremer Karte 
plus AutoCard” 

Experiences from Bremen
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A u to Ca r d us e rs own a ca r.

A pp roxi ma te l y one third of us e rs

ha ve disp e nsed with their ow n

car or ha ve not pu rchased a new

one. From the PT ang le, a ke y

resul t has been that, while Bre-

me r Ka rte pl us A u to Ca rd has

made it possible to win new con-

verts to PT, there has also been a

t rend away f rom monthl y over to

yea r l y t i ckets: the pro p o rtion of

yea r l y t i cke t h old e rs has r is e n

from 55 to 72%.

F rom the envi ro n m e n ta l p e rsp e c-

t i ve, there are two ess e n t ia l e le-

ments. First l y, the ca r-s ha r i ng

scheme is re pla ci ng priva te ca rs ,

thus making it a means of provid-

i ng an inte ll i ge n t a ns wer to the

u biq u i to us p roblem of pa r ki ng

spa ce shortages: servi ce in the

place of car ownership.

S e co n d l y,  ca r-s ha re rs tend to

a l ter their mobil i t y b e ha vi o u r,

t ra ve l m o re by bus and ra il, and

make fewer car journeys. On aver-

age, Bremer Ka rte pl us A u to Ca rd

us e rs d r i ve some 1,600 fe we r

kilometres per year. Together with

bi c ycles, pu bl i c t ra nsp o rt m o d es

serve as the staple formsoftrans-

p o rt – above all d u r i ng off- p ea k

periods.

B remen cu r re n t l y has 2 ,500 ca r-

s ha re rs,  of whom aro und 70 0

have chosen to combine car-shar-

ing permanently with PT.

From bus operator to mobility
service provider – 
recommendations for 
cooperation with car-sharing

H ow may a PT opera tor orga n is e

co o p e ration with ca r-s ha r i ng? On

the basis o f ex p e r i e n ces in Bre-

men, whose PT provi d e r, Bre m e r

Straßenbahn AG (BSAG), is coop-

erating with the car-sharing oper-

a to r, ca m bio S tad t A u to Bre m e n ,

the foll owi ng re co m m e n da t i o ns

should be issued:

✔ The jointservice must be attrac-

tive to the (potential) customer,

i .e. offer an add i t i o na l b e n e f i t

from tariffs and services.

✔ I n fo r mation is a pa rt i cula r l y

i m p o r ta n t p re con dition fo r

ex pa n d i ng the servi ce. Ca r-s ha-

r i ng servi ces a re st ill re la t i ve l y

unknown to many people. Stops

and ve h i cles p rovide su i ta ble

information and advertising out-

le t s and ena ble pinpoint ta rge-

t i ng of s e le c ted gro u ps. The PT

p rovider is a ble to ge n e ra te a

g rea t d ea l o f b e n e f i t for the

co m bined servi ce in re turn fo r

low additional outlay.

✔ Electronic timetable information

should include car-sharing loca-

tions as pointsof interest. Links

to the info r mation and res e rva-

tion pages o f the ca r-s ha r i ng

o p e ra tor should be provided as

a matter of course.

✔ The PT opera to r ’ s i n fo r ma t i o n

p e rs o n n e l s h o uld be trained so

that they are also able to provi-

de re l ia ble info r mation about

ca r-s ha r i ng – just as the ca r-

s ha r i ng opera tor should als o

know all about PT services.

✔ Ca r-s ha r i ng sta t i o ns s h o uld –

w h e n e ver the location is su i ta-

ble –be loca ted cl ose to sto ps

and may also be arranged at PT

si tes. T h is a ll ows ca r-s ha r i ng

ve h i cles to also be used jo i n t l y

by the PT operator.

PT and car-sharing – integration
as part of sustainable urban
development

Ca r-s ha r i ng is a ble to provide a

b e t ter alte r na t i ve to the priva te

car if a town’s structure keeps car

d e p e n d e n c y l ow. Jour neys to

work are a particularly good indi-

ca tor here – where ver the car is

n o t n e cessa ry for the jo u r n e y to

work, ca r-s ha r i ng ma kes a grea t

seal of sense. 

The Eu ro p ean Co m m ission W h i te

Paper on European transport poli-

cyup until 2010 recommends car-

sharing in combination with qual-

i t y PT as a pa rt i cula r l y s e nsi ble

m easu r e for  the susta i na ble

future development of urban traf-

f i c. Bremen and Vi e n na are men-

tioned as exa m ples in the Co m-

mission report. 

The Eu ro p ean CIVITA S i n i t ia t i ve ,

in its s e t o f re q u i re m e n t s fo r

applicant cities, has included car-

s ha r i ng as an alte r na t i ve to ca r

ownership. 

Car-sharing has developed into a

modern mobility service. 

There is a close relation to urban

d e ve l o p m e n t – and ca r-s ha r i ng

p rovi d es an urban deve l o p m e n t

o pp o rtun i t y. Ord e r l y i n teg ra t i o n

of car-sharing into urban projects

is a ble to impa c t p osi t i ve l y o n

urban development projects from

the beginning. Parking space pol-

i c y in re lation to new bu ild i ng

p ro je c t s is cu r re n t l y ve ry m u ch

tilted in favour ofthe car and thus

d o es e ve r yt h i ng to enco u rage

more car traffic. Asan alternative,

g rea ter emphasis s h o uld be

pla ced on PT and ca r-s ha r i ng

mobility service providers at suit-

able locations. At the same time,

this will avoid road infrastructure

co nstruction and ma i n te na n ce

costs.

An exa m ple of t h is kind of least-

cost pla n n i ng is B re m e n ’ s Beg i-

n e n h o f d e ve l o p m e n t. T h is n e w

i n n e r- ci t y p ro je c t has i n co r p o ra t-

ed a smaller underground gar age

t han is usu a ll y the case. A ca r-

s ha r i ng stat ion has b e e n

a r ra nged on si te and is open to

the co m plex ’ s resi d e n t s as we ll

as other ca r-s ha r i ng custo m e rs .

There are good bus and rail links.

An ele c t ro n i c i n fo r mation booth

has been arranged in the residen-

t ia l co m plex to provide info r ma-

tion about both bus and ra il s e r-

vices as well as taxis.

The incl usion of ca r-s ha r i ng and

PT in the regeneration and expan-

sion of our ci t i es is an importa n t

task for the future. Alongside effi-

cient parking space management,

a b ove all t h is i nvol ves eas y- to -

a ccess i n fo r mation, quality i n f ra-

st r u c tu res for bi c ycles, PT ticke t s

for residents and car-sharing.
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Christine Wischer,
Senator Bau und
Umwelt of the city of
Bremen, with the com-
bined ticket BSAG - 
Car-Sharing
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